





















































• the	resource	systems	and	institutions	have	persisted	over	time;	they	are	robust	and	sustainable.	Ostrom	developed	a	set	of	"design	principles"	that	help	to	account	for	the	success	of	those	commons	governance	institutions	that	have	proven	to	work	well:	1) clearly	defined	boundaries	for	the	commons	2) congruence	between	appropriation	and	provision	rules	and	local	conditions	(local	appropriateness)	
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unorganized	version	of	the	"public"	is	strongly	suggested	in	some	of	the	earlier	public	property	doctrine-and	in	some	modern	law	as	well	(Rose	1986:720-721).		Thus,	recognition	of	the	importance	of	commons	has	long	existed	in	Western	legal	traditions	as	well	as	those	which	have	resisted	the	colonial	imposition	of	Western	governance	institutions,	where	commons,	often	protected	through	women’s	work	and	leadership,	have	safeguarded	many	communities’	resilience	in	the	face	of	capitalism	and	colonialism.						 VII. Conclusion		Scholarship	and	activism	on	commons	of	all	kinds	is	growing	exponentially.			There	are	many	ways	that	all	of	us	can	contribute,	participate,	and	share	our	own	skills	and	knowledge.		Ecofeminist	and	feminist	political	ecology	theory	and	practice	are	consistent	with	building	commons,	in	many	ways.			Much	of	what	communities	are	already	doing	in	the	face	of	climate	change	can	be	seen	as	advancing	the	development	of	the	participatory,	locally-appropriate	governance	institutions	that	are	working	to	protect	commons.		Here	are	a	few	examples:		 1) We	can	spread	the	knowledge	of	commons,	the	work	of	Ostrom	and	others,	the	importance	of	this	“third	way”,	not	market,	not	state,	but	drawing	from	each	–	in	our	classes,	consulting,	government	and	activist	work.	2) We	can	build	the	skills	needed	for	sustainable	commons	governance	at	the	local	level	–	respectful	communication,	dispute	resolution,	shared	provisioning,	transmission	of	ecological	knowledge	and	care	–	seeking	inspiration	in	ecofeminist	and	indigenous	traditions	3) We	can	conduct	research	analyzing	perverse	subsidies	and	barriers	to	commons	governance	models	to	provide	policy	advice,	and	work	for	the	broader	acceptance	of	commons	as	legitimate	and	valuable	4) We	can	foster	and	demonstrate	the	use	of	discourse-based	collective	valuation	processes	to	build	local	democracy	and	co-responsibility	5) We	can	assist	new	co-ops	and	commons	initiatives	to	support	co-operative	growth	in	all	sectors									 	
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